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Some areas of collaboration: disciplines / industries



Grants
• Living In the KnowlEdge Society (LIKES), 

NSF CCF-0722259, 2007-2010
• CTRnet (Crisis, Tragedy & Recovery Net), 

NSF IIS-0916733, 2009-2013
• Social Media for Cities, Counties, and 

Communities, CCSR (partnership between 
Arlington Co., IBM Research, VT), 2010

• Integrated Digital Event Archiving and Library 
(IDEAL): NSF IIS–1319578, 2013-6

• Thanks also to: Andrea Kavanaugh, Donald Shoemaker, …
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• ~10 TB, ~100 tweet + ~50 webpage collections

• Human tragedies that result from man-made 
and natural events affect humans and 
communities significantly.

• During and after a tragic event, there are a 
series of needs that have to be addressed.
– Compounded by communication failures and a 

confusing plethora of data and information

Crisis, Tragedy, and Recovery
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Categories from focus group study

Results from focus group interviews following the 
April 16, 2007 tragedy at Virginia Tech 
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CTR stakeholders



• Build a 
networked 
digital library 
relating to 
CTR

• Support 
information 
exploration

• Aided by an 
ontology (DL 
Book 3 Ch. 3)

• Integrate community, 
content, and services 
relating to CTR, making it 
accessible, and 
preserving it for long-term 
reuse

• Citations
• Papers, …

www.ctrnet.net



University Libraries Tweets

• 6+ billion tweets covering important events
• Going to University Libraries by May 2022
• JSON files of tweets for each event-related 

collection
• JSON file for collection level metadata
• Services to help with searching, etc.
• CS4624 Twitter Archives team (Griffin Knock, 

Nicole Fitz, Ryan Nicholas, Matthew Gonley, 
and Derek Bruce); extending prior project: 
http://hdl.handle.net/10919/107086 9

http://hdl.handle.net/10919/107086


Topics Include

Natural Disasters            Diseases           Political Events          More!
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Coll#
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Questions?
Discussion?

Thank You!
fox@vt.edu, sheetz@vt.edu


