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Report on

INDO-US WORKSHOP

ON

“Open Digital Libraries and Interoperability”

Held at Hotel Holiday Inn, Arlington at Ballston, VA, USA

FROM JUNE 23-25 2003.

[  http://fox.cs.vt.edu/IndoUSdl ]

Government of India had accorded permission for holding an Indo-US Workshop under the aegis of the Forum on “Open Digital Libraries and Interoperability” submitted jointly by Virginia Tech & old Dominion University, USA and the University of Mysore & Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, held at Washington DC from 23-25 June, 2003.

Prof. Shalini R Urs, who was identified as Coordinator has extended an invitation to me, vide her letter No.LISC/indo-US/DO/038/2003-04 dated May 29, 2003 and there were 12 Indian delegates to attend the same (copy enclosed). The Indian participants were provided a free round-trip air-tickets besides moderate per-diem.

I have also presented a Position Paper on “ Interoperability among Multi-Lingual Digital Libraries through UNICODE based Metadata: A Model for India” (copy enclosed).

This Workshop was coordinated from American side by Dr. Edward Fox.

On 23rd June, 2003, after the registration a warm welcome was extended to the delegates by both Co-ordinators Dr. Edward Fox and Prof. Shalini Urs.  The meeting took place at Hotel Holiday Inn, Arlington at Ballston VA, USA. At the outset, Prof. N Balakrishnan, Head, Div. of Info. Technology, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, gave a Keynote talk, who has been the force behind this joint venture and it was exciting to go through the different milestones through which the Indian efforts have reached the counterparts in understanding our situation and attracting their attention for a genuine cause. It was followed by another key talk by Prof. Gio Widerhold of Viginia’s Internet Technology Innovation Center.

The core deliberations made are summarized below:

There have been very significant developments in the area of Digital Libraries Research, in particular, Library Information Science, Human Computer Interaction, Computer Networking databases, Multimedia and Web Technologies. There have been several significant and innovative projects from American side for the Information Science initiatives. Besides this, Europe and Asia also woke up to this and during 2002 an international Conference on Asian Digital Libraries took place in Bangalore. On the backdrop of this, the INDO-US Workshop on “OPEN DIGITAL LIBRARIES AND INTEROPERABILITY” took place. The entire theme revolved upon the theme of DIGITAL LIBRARIES.
There were about 8 Position Papers presented in the event, a copy of the same is highlighted in the enclosed paper. The deliberations took place on several key issues dealing with OAI, Web archives, Multi-lingual issues relating to Protocols, Data Security, IPR, Metadata, Datamining, Networking etc. There was also another significant contribution from the Indian side, particularly by Prof. V N Rajasekharan Pillai, Vice Chairman, University Grants Commission, who has focused on the Indian scenario of Digitization efforts taken up by the University Grants Commission at different levels, which was greatly appreciated and given better perspective to the participants.

Another very thought-provoking and noteworthy event happens to be on “Digital Libraries for Colleges” by Dr. S Ramani, Chairman, Governing Board-INFLIBNET who has attracted the attention of the entire Seminar in all the technical aspects of Indian Education System, in particular, providing of Network capabilities and generated immense interest among the delegates.

I have also presented an over all picture of the problems arising out of dealing with Multi-lingual issues associated with Indian modern languages while digitizing and using the Unicode based Metadata which was an eye-opener to the delegates and they have shown keen interest to continue the dialogue in addressing this operational aspects and find solutions through research. I have also take the privilege of addressing the members about the initiatives taken up by the University Grants Commission, under the dynamic leadership of Dr. Arun Nigavekar, Chairman, University Grants Commission and his team in an effective manner besides the Electronic Journals which are going up in a very big way in the national scenario in which INFLIBNET is the pivotal agency. All these aspects have greater interoperability issues in the context of Digital Libraries, which was greatly, appreciated both American and Indian delegates. 

Three Sub-Groups have been formed dealing with Educational System, headed by Prof. V N Rajasekharan Pillai, and the second one on Networking headed by Dr. S Ramani and the third one Informatics Group headed by Dr. Ching-Chih Chen.
I was in the Group headed by Dr. S Ramani and the Researchers from Department of Computer Science, Old Dominan University with Dr. Mohamed Zubair. The final recommendations of the three groups have also been deliberated and the outcome is likely to be made available very shortly to all the members by the organizers. During the recommendations, it was also highlighted that INFLIBNET will take the leadership role of conducting the next Workshop on OAI related issues in the context of Digital Libraries at Ahmedabad during the month of December, 2003 with the due concurrence of Prof. V N Rajasekharan Pillai, Vice Chairman, UGC and Dr. S Ramani, Chairman-GB, INFLIBNET.

The details are to be worked out after discussing with Dr. Arun Nigavekar, Chairman, University Grants Commission.

After completion of the workshop I have with the permission of the Commission,  proceeded to Chicago and visited very important libraries who are fully involved in E-Journals Online activities, Electronic books and other operational issues in the area of Digital Libraries.The Universities visited were:

1. The Catholic University of America, Washington DC. This has a large collection of Electronic Books, CD-roms and other databases. (http://www.cua.edu)
2. The University of Meryland at College Park,MD I have also visited this Library where the use of E-journals for the graduate students and faculty was very impressive.(http://lib.umd.edu)
3. The University of Chicago - where visible developments had taken place in the area of Digital archives, in particular, areas of Digital Libraries, which is a unique model for us to go into the details. Further, they have also embarked upon Online Cataloguing of S.E.Material, which is headed by Dr. James H Nye under the dictionaries of SA, a Project supported by Department of Education of USA. Perhaps, it would be of much interest to INFLIBNET to associate with them. (http://www.dsal.uchicago.edu)

4. I have also visited Cunningham Memorial Library and Indiana State University, Terre Haute, Indiana where they are extensively using the library catalogue on the e-mode.(http://lib.indstate.edu)
5. University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. They have very interesting Internet Online system for issuing more than 22 million items which can be sent to any local library within the state of Illinois in the digital mode.(http://uillinois.edu)
6. At the end, I have also taken time to visit OCLC, Columbus, Ohio and interacted with Dr. Thomas B Hickey (http://www.oclc.org)
I have also spend time in visiting SIFTER (Smart Information Filtering Technology for Electronic Resources), Indiana University, which is an Interdisciplinary Research Project based on networking of the Resources drawn from different Projects in DL.1, DL.2 for multi-user publications. I have also interacted with more than 20 distinguished interdisciplinary experts whose details are also enclosed.

Besides visiting the above, I have also had the opportunity of visiting WorldSpace Centre, Washington DC, along with Dr. V N Rajasekharan Pillai, Vice Chairman, UGC and Dr. S Ramani, Chairman-GB-INFLIBNET and interacted with their Vice Chairman Dr. Rangarajan, in exploring the possibilities of understanding the internet access to large number of colleges and different models they are offering globally. Our interactions with them have broadened an understanding about technology for the Indian academic community, in particular to the Colleges. We have also requested them to send us the models relevant to our context and since the Commission is planning to embark upon this. 

Conclusion:

I am happy to submit that the visit was very fruitful, beneficial, interactive and broadened my horizon in understanding new concepts which are very much relevant to our activities and opened new vistas of open access interactiveness which are very much relevant in the Digital Library concepts. We in India needs to take leads in R & D initiatives in joining hands with American counterparts so that we can map our areas of contents sitting in our country for making it available on the networks for the benefit of large population of scholars and millions of young minds who are entering into the academic environment every year taken up by during the 10th Plan by UGC under the leadership of Dr. Arun Nigavekar, Chairman and his team, equally supported technically by Dr. S Ramani, Chairman-GB-INFLIBNET. It also gave us a clear idea of how operational decisions and actions are taken with the emerging technological advances and to remodel the organizational working at operation levels and to gear up to meet competitive challenges.

At the end, I would also like to express my profound thanks and gratitude to Dr. Arun Nigavekar, Chairman, University Grants Commission for granting me permission to attend this and Dr. S Ramani, Chairman-GB, INFLIBNET, giving inspiration and Prof. Shalini Urs for extending an invitation and providing all necessary support from time to time.

I also wish to place it on record my sincere appreciations and thanks to Dr. P Prakash,JS of UGC, Shri C K Shah, Admn.Officer (F&A), Shri D P Negi, Admn.Officer (P&A)  of the Centre, for their co-operation and assistance in my mission.

I would also place it on record the excellent supporting service provided in preparation of the Position Paper by Shri J K Vijayakumar, STO and Shri K S Haridas of my Office, respectively.
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