GREG--PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE REVISING PAPER.  FIRST 2/3 IS VERY GOOD, BUT END DOES NOT TIE IN WITH QUEEN ARETE.  COULD YOU ADD IN HOW THIS AFFECTED HER HEALTH--ALSO IF THIS WAS WEDDING OF HER DAUGHTER,  DID ODYSSEUS COME BETWEEN HER RELATIONSHIP WITH NEW HUSBAND AND DID THIS DISTRESS ARETE AND CONTRIBUTE TO HER EARLY DEATH.  FOR FILLER YOU MIGHT MAKE UP HER EDUCATION, BASED ON GREEK CUSTOM OF THE TIME, MORE ABOUT HOW SHE INTERACTED WITH SUBJECTS, WISE DECISIONS SHE MADE, HOBBIES (IF YOU ARE ALLOWED TO FABRICATE), SPORTS, ETC. TO MAKE LONGER.  MY MAIN CONCERN IS AT END WHEN YOU GO ON FOR HALF A PAGE WITH NO APPARENT RELATIONSHIP TO OBITUARY.  WOULD BE FINE IF YOU COULD TIE INTO ARETE.  I THINK FIRST PAGE AND A HALF IS EXCELLENT.  YOU COULD ALSO MAKE LONGER TELLING MORE ABOUT ARETE’S RELATIONSHIP TO HER DAUGHTER--ANY OTHER CHILDREN?


I HAVE MADE CORRECTIONS ON THIS SHEET IF YOU WANT TO READ IT OVER.  DAD HAS TO CONVERT YOUR FILE FOR ME TO BE ABLE TO READ IT ON MAC, WHICH HE DID AT OFFICE AFTER I FORWARDED YOUR E-MAIL TO HIS COMPUTER SO IF YOU WANT MORE CHANGES MADE KEEP THAT IN MIND.





Queen Arete of Phaecia, the most honorable and wise woman that the city-state has ever had as a ruler, died earlier this Monday morning due to complications from an illness thought to be pneumonia.  Her health had been deteriorating slowly  over the past few weeks as her family a friends prayed relentlessly to the gods for help and guidance.


The queen had been bed ridden for weeks as her health was rapidly declining.  She was only 35 years old.  Her daughter, Nausicaa, her only remaining family member, stayed with her until the moment she died.  ìThe pain was too much for her to handle,î her daughter explained.  She fell ill when she lost her husband and many of her countrymen in an attack on their shores by the great god of the sea, Poseidon.


Descended from Poseidon himself, Arete, daughter of Rhexenor and wife of Alcinous was the granddaughter of Nausithous, Poseidonís own son by the beautiful Periboea.  Nausithous was once proud ruler of Phaecia.   His two sons, Rhexenor and Alcinous, both ruled after him.  Areteís father was killed when she was still a small girl and Alcinous took her as his wife.  Phaecia flourished under her guidance and all citizens, male and female looked upon her with respect and love.  She was thought of as a goddess by many for her immortal beauty and god-like presence.


One citizen remembers one occasion where Arete, through her wisdom, saved him and his family.  He had begged the great queen to preside over a dispute between him and his neighbor.  He had almost lost his land and family to a debt he owed.  She proposed a solution which allowed the man to keep his family and pride while he repaid the debt.


She had always said that family came first.  One friend remembers her saying on occasion, ìA woman is not whole without a family to love.î  The loss of her husband was excruciatingly hard for her to handle.  Without his love and presence she grew ill with no cure for her broken heart.


Her daughter Nausicaa had just been married in one of the most beautiful ceremonies the Phaecians had ever seen.  The festivities were short lived as the people noticed an enormous storm swelling off the coast.  The people tried to take precautions, but were useless against the great power of Poseidon, brother of Zeus and god of the seas.  The city was destroyed by the god  made tidal waves.  Half of the population, including the great king Alcinous, was taken out to sea and drowned by the receding waters.


It had long been prophesied that Poseidon, god of earthquakes, would turn on his own ancestry for helping all people who came to their island.  It seems that the Phaecians angered the great god of the sea  by helping the great Odysseus  return home safely on one of their ships.  Poseidon, ruler of the sea, had spent 10 years trying to prevent Odysseus from a safe passage home for blinding the godís son Polyphemus.  Poseidon was so outraged at his descendants Alcinous and Arete for working against him that he smashed his trident into the calm blue sea in the direction of Phaecia.


The great Odysseus made the trip from Ithaca to Phaecia in order to console the beautiful princess and new queen Nausicaa.  She openly embraced him and showed no sign of resentment toward the great warrior for the fate of her family.


Odysseus recounted his brief stay with the newly departed queen.  He spoke of her godlike presence and her overwhelming wisdom.  ìShe changed the way I looked at hospitality,î he noted as the great warrior shed an enormous tear.


